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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMEIA

NIKITA PETTIES, et al.,
Plaintiffs,

Civil Action No. 95-0148 (PLF)

V.

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, ef al,,
Defendants.

ht e v e e S v ot g

SECOND DECLARTION OF MILO A. HOWARD

1. 1am Special Assistant to the Deputy Chanceltor for Special Education of the District
of Columbia Putlic Schools (DCPS). I make this declaration under penalty of perjury based on
my personal knowledge.

2. Omn October 14, 2008, DCPS seni letters to the parents and guardians of students
attending non-public schools at District expense that had not yet proven residency. The letter
informed them that they must provide proof of residency by the extended verification deadline of
October 15, 2003 or public funding for these placements would be terminated. These letiers
were sent to the addresses in the DCPS’ STARS data system which was based on information
provided by parents and guardians when they provided proof of residency. The original
deadline for stuclent residency was established as Qctober 10, 2008,

3. Several letters were returned because of wrong addresses. I contacted the schools
these children atiended an inquired if the schools had more current information on the children’s
addresses and up-dated STARS if appropriate and resent the letters to the new contact address.
The follow-up lztters were sent on November 6, 2008 with an extended deadline of November

18, 2008.
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4. On February 18, I sent a letter to the non-public schools, asking them to contact the
parents or guardians of any student that had not yet proven residency and urge them to prove
residency immediately. This letter is attached as Exhibit A to this declaration.

5. 1f residency for a student is proven after February 20, 2009, funding for any services
required under the child’s current Individual Educational Plan will be restored effective that date.

6. If a parent or guardian attempts to prove residency on or prior to February 20, 2009,
and the District datermines either that the proof presented is insufficient to establish residency or
that the child is not in fact a resident, the parent or guardian will have a right to appeal and
termination of funding will be stayed pending appeal.

7. ¥fa parent or guardian attempfs to prove residency on or after February 20, 2009, and
the District determines either that the proof presented is insufficient to establish residency or that
the child is not in. fact a resident, the parent or guardian will have a right to appeal but,
termination of finding will not be stayed pending appeal. If the parent or guardian is successful

in their appeal, fimding will be restored retroactive to February 20, 2009.
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” DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Office of Special Education

825 North Capitol Street, NE, 8™ Floor
Washington, D.C., 20002-1994
Phone- (202} 442-4800

Febmgry 18, 2009

RE: DCPS Student Residency Verification & Discontinuction of Funding

Dear Mon-Fublic School Administrators,

DCPS Office of Special Education has sent numerous letters and reminders to both non-public school
administrators and parerts/legal guardians regarding the required residency verification process. Despite
thesa efforts, many students are still missing the necessary proof of residency.

All previous deadlines and extensions have now passed. Although DCPS will continue to accept proof of
residency from parents/legal guardians, DCPS will discontinue payment for all non-wards who have not veritied
residency as of February 20, 2009.

The attached list cutlines dil stiudents altending your school whose parents have not verified proof of residency.
I strongly urge you to informn the parents/legal guardians of students aottending your school sites to immediately
provide the required proof of residency to the Disfrict of Columbio Public: 3chools - Office of Student Residency.
Be reminded that parenis/legal guardians must physically come to the DCPS Office of Student Residency,
which is located at 825 b Capitol Sireet, NLE. on the 7t Aoor. The point of contact is:

Ms. Julianne Waode
Digirict of Columhio Public Schools
Office of Student Residency Verification
825 North Capitol Streef, NE— 7" Floor
Washingion, DC 20002
(202} 442-5215

It is imperative that you immediately contact Mr. Howard at the phone number or email adciress listed below if
you befieve a student on this list is a ward of the District of Colurnbia or if you believe that a student is a District
of Columbia resident. Aiter February 20, 2009, DCPS Office of Special Education will cease funding and
transportation for all iisted students.

Please contact Mr. Howard if you have further questions or concerns. Thank you for your coaperation and
assistance.

Sincerely,

Director NonFPublic Transition & Ouireach
{202)270-6182/ Email: milc.howard@k12.dc.us

Dr. Richard Nyankort
Deputy Chancellor for Special Education



